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:"wWashmgtan—Attorney General Benja-

:main R, Civiletti confirmed yesterday that;:

for several weeks he withheld from J
tice Department investigators a secret i

“telligence report about cash payments | top

Bllly Carter by the government of Libya.
:The disclosure comes amid reports th

'Repubhcan members of the Senate sub—w

committee probing Mr. Carter’s ties with-

-Libya plan to sharply challenge Mr:: Civi-*
letti’s handling of the Billy Carter i in esti-*

v 'gatxon at the Justice Department. -

:The statement released yesterday by'

Mr Civiletti- who'is attending the annual .
..convention of- the-American.Bar Assocna-
-tion in Honolulu, rotes-that in April he re-

“ceived “extremely” sensitive :intelligence-|

* information mvolvmg Billy Carteré,- ')

..indicated that:a transfer of money might |

. be: made’ by the; Libyan’government. to;
' Bllly Carter..The intelligence” report-Mr.:
"?leettx referred to apparently dealt with
a. transferof $200,000-from I.xbya that the’
-president’s: brother received sometimeé. in"
pril. Billy Carter had earlier: recexved}a

*To- protect;the:source>of  the mtelh-’
% gence- report;’ Mr. Civiletti says he’with-

.;held the report from Joel Lisker, the ‘head’

;‘_fof the: foreign:. agents ‘registration:unit;:
f“;whlch was then' probmg-Mr-’- Carter’s'tne;_

: secret report whether any transaction had-
-actually taken-place. He said he did not’
~';want to interfere with such a transactwn

*‘since it could‘serve ‘as substantial’ evi-’

dence it_the Justice Department decided'_

‘o prosecute Billy Carter.
Zhask believed: that. - it we

1}

~.fore I'promptly requested that the intelli-

' Mr. Civiletti: said-that the information:
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transaction [between Mr “Carter and the
Libyans} might be completed, and the de-
partment would learn of the actual trans-
fer of funds which could enable the Crimi-
nal Division to proceed without the risk of
identifying an important intelligence
source,” Mr. Clvxlettx explamed in his
statement

»:+He concluded: “I am confxdent that the
enhre Billy.Carter matter was handled in-
dependently and properly by the Depart-
ment of Justice.”

. Mr: Civiletti said that, w}ule he wnth-
beld the content of the secret report,- he
did tip off. :Philip Heymann; assistant at-
torney general,”that he had-“learned of
highly sensitive. intelligence information’
concerning Billy Carter and that the m-
vestxgatxon should not be closed. -:

* Later,--when investigators - indepen-
dently turned- up information-about the

money . from Libya, Mr: Civiletti felt he-
‘was able to turn the mxtxal secret mforma
‘-tmn over, = - ;
>’ Were oW’ multxple sources,
whlch diminished the- risk; of. compromis-
ing any particular source;”: the attorney

.gerieral said.. “It also appeared that the
transaction had- been: ‘completed.. There-

'gence documents I.had.seenin April be
‘given to the [Justice} Department so that
the Criminal. Division would have access
to. the contents of th rts.. This was
done PR

% Sources close to the subcommittee and
at the Department of Justice say that Mr.
Clviletti now: appears to be the most vul-
nerable official within'the Carter adminis-
tratxon connected with the Billy Carter af-
fairiy

Republim membe the subcom-
.mittee, anxious to reap some political gain
‘as.the election draws: near, are said to be
‘prépared to:probe. -deeply. to see if Mr.

*White House to discuss Judxcxal appomt-
.ments with President Carter2y; -~

:Civiletti gave: specxal treatment “to Mr.
,Carter becau f tl}_e
;7 President Carter's effort in recent days
'to reveal the-details of the White House in-

‘volvement in his brother’s activities has

‘considerably ‘dampened “the subcommit-
tee'scinterest: in - that: portion - of the
controversy However, the- White: House
‘campaign has done httle to answer ques-

el

A’/

&

tions raised about the way the Justice De-
partment carried out 1ts mveshgatwn of
Billy Carter.
~v.The day aIter President " Carter
released a series of reports detailing com~
munications between himself, other White
House officials and his brother, the contro-
versy had subsided somewhat. Senator
Robert J. Dole (R, Kan.), who has pressed |
for a Senate investigation of Billy Carter,
indicated that prier ailegations of impro-
priety may have been exaggerated. Other
members of the panel agreed.
T However, when the subcommxttee me’
yesterday in publie session, Senator Strom
Thurmeond (R, S.C.), vice chairman of the
panel, indicated there was still interest in
the way the Justice Department had ban-
dled its investigation of Billy Carter.;*" - i
" Sources within the- Carter ddministra--
tion acknowledged that Mr. Civiletli is
vulnerable on four prime questions when
he makes his expected appearance before
thesubcommxttee later this month: .o.i . »::c
' Why did it take the Justice Depart-
ment 18 montks to complete.a relatively:
simple investigation of Billy Carter’s tles
wnth the leya government?.

..o Why did Mr. Civiletti brmg up the in-
vestxgatxou on June 17 when he went to the

~. Why did Mr. Civiletti, and otber Jus—
txce Department - officials, . specifically
deny that Mr. Civiletti had discussed the:
Billy Carter case with the president when
‘asked about. thisin the days immediately
followmg Mr r's regxstratxon n July

promptly on to Justxce Department inves-
tigators the “intelligence information- he
received: regarding Libyan~payments to
Billy Carter,; if, as Justice Department of-
ficials-explained yesterday, he tntended to
do so before the investigation ¢ ended" :

##In testimony y&sterday before the sub-
comxmttee  Robert. L.~ Keueb, : associate
.deputy attorney general at the Justice De-.
“partment, expl:nned that mvestxgauons of
-suspected - foreign | agents :’ often:;take | -
‘several months because the law requiring
‘registration-of such .agents has a number
‘of exemptions. Hesaid it is sometimes dif-
‘ficult to determine if an individual comes
Within thé scope of the statute, iS4y J
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